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Top couple dances down 
the center of the set at 

the Community Contra Dance.

Making textured monotypes is the first step in a 
many-layered project.

Two boys explain their work to the audience at the 
final Leaps exhibition.

1–2–3–Wooh! Middle schoolers cast off in a 
contemporary dance sequence The Flat Tire.

PARTNERS in ISLAND EDUCATION
Learning Opportunities for Vinalhaven

Spring 2017

The title says it all. PIE has sponsored this 
fantastic program for the past two years, 
and what an awesome experience for our 
students! This multi-day residency brings 
in a team of local artists who excite and en-
hance our students’ imaginations through 
literature, journaling, and most of all art. 
This year the 4th and 5th Grades shared this 
experience. The Leaps of Imagination team 
integrated art making with our reading 
of Charlotte’s Web, focusing on community, 
diversity, and friendship. Students used 

A traditional New England dance form that 
is communal in nature, Contra Dance was 
very popular on Vinalhaven in the 19th  
century—and still is today! P.E. and Health 
teacher Jake Tuminski remarks, “It is such 
a gift to have Chrissy Fowler come to classes, 
and this year in particular was wonderful with 
high school and middle school kids coming 
down during free periods to DANCE with great 
enthusiasm and energy. With her calm and 
positive attitude and emphasis on kindness and 
respect, Chrissy teaches more than dance.”

Leaps of Imagination: Thinking Through Art Dancing with Chrissy Fowler!

Vinalhaven School Enrichment

their imaginations as they collaborated in 
teams of four and designed four individual 
pieces of art, using a variety of printmaking 
techniques, which told a story when 
assembled together. Stories ranged from 
island life, to trips up to space, and down to 
ocean floors. By bringing in these programs 
to our students, PIE enriches each child’s 
learning by opening the walls of education 
into the world of imagination. 

— Robb Warren and Pat Paquet, Grade 4 
& 5 teachers, and PIE Board members
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Vinalhaven School Enrichment

This spring, acclaimed jazz musician Art 
Baron spent three days working with 
Grades 4 & 5 and Middle School bands, and 
individual high school students. He even 
visited the Pre-K classroom. The highlight 
of the residency was a Community Concert, 
with Art, music teacher Bill Trevaskis, and 
11 musicians from Grades 6-12 playing to-
gether onstage. They rocked the house with 
C Jam Blues. Art and Bill’s duets of Ellington 
favorites were just wonderful. They thrilled 
the audience and the students were so 
proud!

In just three short days, Art charmed 
the students with his easy manner and 
sense of humor, and inspired them to take 
risks and swing with the rhythm of jazz. 

Art Baron, 
Jazz Trombonist

Port Veritas, 
Poetry Residency
It was a pleasure to host two poets from 
Port Veritas to celebrate National Poetry 
Month (April). Nate Amadon and Robin 
Merrill worked with over thirty-five high 
school and middle school students in 
a five-day poetry workshop that taught 
students creative writing techniques.
Students wrote everything from persona 
poems to sonnets and practiced reading 
their poetry out loud. Thank you to PIE and 
everyone who helped make the workshop 
a success for the second year in a row! 

From the Teachers:

It is great for students to understand 
that poetry is still relevant and important 
to people . . . 

Rather than just read and study poetry, 
our students got to experience how 
poetry is both written and performed 
for different audiences. They took 
an active role in their own learning about 
creative writing and the presentation 
of individual ideas.

George huddles with a trading group to plan strategy.

Caleb and Art face off during a band workshop.

A middle schooler shares her poem with the class.

Art Baron charms the littles with a penny-whistle.

Rocking the house with a rendition of C Jam Blues

In November, George Neptune, from the 
Abbe Museum of Wabanaki History 
and Culture, made Maine native trade 
economies come alive for Grades 4–12. 
Students learned about objects that were 
traded at different times, and how to 
barter for “needs” and “wants” between 
tribes and with European traders. Teachers 
praised George’s vivid evocation of the na-
tive perspective, the hands-on quality of the 
experience, and his skill in working with 
students of all ages. 

George Neptune from the Abbe Museum
From the Students:

You don’t need as many words as you 
think. I learned how to write meaningful 
poetry.

They helped us feel more comfortable 
with performing in front of people . . . that 
meant a lot.

I liked that Nate and Robin told us how 
poetry helps us get out what we 
don’t know is going on in our heads.
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Chris Clarke, 
Etching Workshop
From the Teachers:

It’s important for high school students 
to see how art can factor into their lives 
as a career, or to keep the creative energy 
active. The workshop built upon printing 
techniques students had previously 
learned.

I like the casual but super informative 
feel of the sessions—it helped make the 
medium unintimidating for students. 
I think it’s essential to have students work 
with local artists.

Ingvild Waerhaug is an artist and designer 
from Norway and New York City who uses 
dyes and paints to create beautiful fabrics 
and turn ordinary clothing into fashion. 
This spring, she generously shared her tech-
niques with VH high school art students, 
who made bright and lively tee shirts 
by painting with dyes and stamping with 
fabric paint. Students worked intently 
under her direction for three sessions, and 
were so pleased with the results. They 
are wonderful! 

Fabric Dyeing Workshop with
Ingvild Waerhaug Baron

Veteran puppeteer Peter Isnardi spent a 
week at Vinalhaven School in the fall, 
introducing students to large-scale 
puppetry and building a life-sized puppet 
of the lion, Aslan, for a December perfor-
mance of The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe. VHS theater teacher Chloe Keller 
and kids of all ages worked with Peter 
in their theater classes, as did the cast and 
crew of the play. The school staff and 
community were invited to participate in 
the project.

Peter Isnardi

From the Students:

I learned a lot about different techniques 
Chris uses, because he talked a lot about 
his different pieces of work.

I learned what a working artist’s studio 
looks like . . .  It was really cool to go 
to an art studio right on Main Street that 
is part of our culture.

Chris was really cool and encouraging and 
made us feel really good about our work!

Aslan, the puppet, was created with many objects 
found at the Dump!

Etching a plate is delicate work.

Chris Clarke demonstrates the technique.

Ingvild (rear, left), with high school artists and teachers, showing off their beautiful shirts.

Inspecting the final product
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Hillary Savage, 
Vinalhaven Educational Outreach Fellow

Hillary came on island as the new 
Vinalhaven Educational Outreach Fellow 
at the end of November, and immediately 
became an integral member of the 
Perspectives After School team. 

One of my favorite parts of Perspectives 
is hearing students’ excitement when they 
come back each week. “What are we doing 
in Perspectives today?” they say almost 
in unison. Then, as they are gathering their 
belongings and getting ready to go home, 

they’ll say, “This was the best Perspectives 
ever!” Each week that goes by becomes 
the Best Week Ever—and that is how I 
know we are building something really 
good for our students.

Hillary’s work is the continuation of last 
year’s Fellow program, working with PIE 
and Vinalhaven School to facilitate family 
engagement in island education and 
develop models for extended learning 
opportunities on Vinalhaven. 

As Perspectives winds down, Hillary is 
helping with PIE’s summer programs. She 
begins her second year in September and 
is excited to continue working with the 
school, community, and especially the kids. 

I spend a lot of time listening and learning 
from the community, understanding the 
relationship of the school to the communi-
ty and the needs and hopes of all parties. 
This island is an ecosystem, and I’ve been 
learning how it all connects.

Hillary and Rebecca work on a Lego creation. Measuring the height of the cup stack is a favorite 
challenge.

Julie with partner Joe Bickford at the PIE Mirror 
Auction last summer

Julie is the voice of reason, the one 
who guards the bottom line and who 
keeps us moving toward practical 
goals.

—PIE Board Member

Julie first joined PIE as Office Coordinator 
way back in 2002. She served as a PIE board 
member from 2007–2013, then returned to 
a staff position as PIE’s Business Manager, 

Julie Peterson,
Thank you for 15 years! And we hope . . . many more!

the role she fills today. Julie is our “rock”, 
our institutional memory. She pays close 
attention to detail, and does those import-
ant behind-the-scenes things crucial to 
keeping any organization afloat. Because 
of her oversight, PIE is stable and secure 
enough to meet our ambitious and always 
evolving mission to provide educational 
and cultural opportunities for Vinalhaven. 
Thank you, Julie!
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PERSPECTIVES AFTER SCHOOL
Another Great Year!

Once a week, for 32 weeks of the school 
year, students from Kindergarten to Grade 
5 were busy with constructive and fun 
activities at Perspectives After School. 

Every week was different! Students 
observed spiders in their natural habitat, 
followed animal tracks, and searched for 
pond critters with MCHT Steward Kirk 
Gentalen. They wove spider webs, made 
texture samplers and holiday ornaments, 
created stories, crafted books, and painted 
watercolor bugs. They practiced Yoga and 
exercised at Vinalhaven Fitness. They used 
tools to take apart appliances and used 
Legos to build robots. They baked pumpkin 
cookies and pretzels, and decorated val-
entine cookie boxes. They played number 
games, practiced measuring, and found 
their way with compasses and maps. In the 
winter, they studied and created snow-
flakes, and helped feed winter birds with 
pinecone treats. They visited the elders at 
The Homestead, where they sorted bottles 
and planted container gardens. And 
they had a visit from Erin Creelman’s goat 
kids and learned about how she makes 
cheese using goats’ milk.

A dedicated team ran Perspectives 
this year. They designed and led activities, 
and brought in community volunteers to 
share their interests and expertise. The 
Vinalhaven School enthusiastically support-
ed Perspectives, providing it with a home 
and healthy snacks. The program continues 
to be sponsored through a partnership 
between PIE and Vinalhaven Land Trust 
(VLT). Check out Perspectives After School 
on Facebook for lots more photos and info, 
week-by-week.

Pond scooping for critters

Budding musicians explore new instruments

Partner yoga with Adriana

The Vinalhaven School is very, very 
fortunate to have Partners in Island 
Education as a resource for enrichment 
for our students. PIE’s support of author 
and artist visits enhances our academic 
offerings and allows kids to use their 
creativity in new ways. PIE’s support of 
scholarships for travel and college take 
the aspirations of our youngest students 
and give them wings as middle and high 
school students to engage with the 
world beyond our community. We are 
very grateful and appreciative of 
PIE’s committed support of our kids 
and their families. —Bruce Mailloux, 
retiring Vinalhaven Superintendent 

Mugging for the camera at Perspectives

Praise for PIE 

Teacher Maddey and kids play with Lego Bots Sorting cans for Eldercare at The Homestead

Making masks out of snowflakes . . . 

Taking it apart Eye cookies!

Baking with Erin Animal tracks!
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Summer Fun for 
Kids & Adults! 

A Word from 
PIE President 

Kids crowd around to see ArtSCamp magic happen.

Testing the robots at Robotics

SCamps 
Run by PIE in partnership with VH School

4 Ways to Register: 
• hsavage@islandinstitute.org 
• tel 207-460-0873 
• visit PIE table at Saturday Flea Market 
• PIE on Facebook

Cost: 
$60/Session for Vinalhaven students
$90/Session for non-Vinalhaven students
10% Sibling discount 
10% Discount for 2+ sessions

ArtSCamp with artist Sarah Boyden
Session I: July 31–August 6 
Session II: August 7–11
Ages 4–7: 9 am–12 pm
Ages 8–12: 1-4 pm 
Register soon, space is limited!

TheaterSCamp with VH teacher Blake Reidy
July 31–August 6
Ages 4–7: 1-4 pm

MusicSCamp: African Drumming 
with VH music teacher Bill Trevaskis
August 7–11
Ages 8–12: 9 am–12 pm

PIE Partner Programs
Hosted and advertised by PIE, run by partner 
organizations. Register through their websites. 

Maine Robotics: LEGO Robotics Camp
with VH science teacher Emily Cohn
July 10–14, 8:45 am–3:30 pm
Ages 9–14
Cost: 

$220 ($50 rebate from PIE for VH students!)
https://mainerobotics.coursestorm.com/course/
lego-robotics-mixed-vinalhaven?page=5

Tanglewood 4-H Outdoor Camp
Session I: July 3–7 (no camp July 4)
Session II: August 21–25
Ages 4–11: 8:30 am–3:30 pm 
Cost: 

$156: July 3–7 
$195: August 21–25
$25: Sibling discount/session for 

3+ sessions
https://extension.umaine.edu/tanglewood/regis-
tration/

Welcome to Our 
Seasonal Friends!
Hello! Memorial Day weekend has 
arrived: the grass is green, the sun is out, 
the sea breezes are welcoming and PIE 
is ready for summer! Growing up in the 
South, spring was a season; in Vinalhaven 
it’s a rush ahead to summer and a 
reminder that winter leaves here reluctant-
ly—sweaters and boots or shirtsleeves 
and shorts are day-by-day decisions. But 
today, with a bustling town and busy 
ferry everyone is welcoming the change 
and eager to get to work (or play) outside.

Here at PIE we are also readying 
ourselves for summer. We have expand-
ed our summer programs. SCamps is 
planning its second year with art, theater 
and music sessions. The newly rekindled 
Programs Committee is partnering 
with mainland organizations to provide 
other exciting summer offerings. (see 
PIE Partner Programs on this page). For 
adults we have several wonderful events 
in music, art and poetry. As always, 
we hope you will look for PIE on the 4th 
of July, or visit us at the Saturday Flea 
Market, where we will be sharing all the 
good news of what PIE is doing, plus 
offering a new selection of PIE merchan-
dise. Please stop by! 

—Wanatha Garner

Other PIE Summer 
Activities & Events
PIE is at the Flea Market 
Saturdays, June 17–August 19, 9 am–12pm
Come say hello, sign up for summer pro-
grams, and buy our new PIE merchandise!

PIE Booth at the 4th: PIES & More!
Tuesday, July 4th, 10 am–2pm
Town Parking Lot
Support arts and education on the 
island by buying PIE’s delicious, home-
made pies! This year we aim to sell over 
100, so come early before they sell out! 
We’re also selling new merchandise: great 
PIE mugs, canvas bags, quarry towels, 
notecards and PIE decals. Stop by, say Hi, 
and buy for PIE! 

An Intimate Evening with the 
Cassatt Quartet + Desserts
Sunday, July 16, 7 pm
Home of Susan Godfrey, Coombs Neck
Limited seating
Tickets on sale after June 17.
Watch for more information coming soon.

Pairings: An Evening of Poems 
and Images by Philip Conkling and 
Peter Ralston 
Tuesday, August 1, 7 pm
Smith Hokanson Memorial Hall
Cost: 

$10 General Admission
$75 Sponsors

There will be a special cocktail “Pairings” 
of food and drink for Sponsors prior to the 
event. Details to come.
Philip Conkling and Peter Ralston have 
collaborated on a collection of poems paired 
with photographs celebrating 40 years of 
their travels along the Maine archipelago. 
Join us for the stories behind the art. 
A portion of the sales of these works will 
benefit PIE. 
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Update on 
PIE’s Scholarship Program

PIE’s scholarship program continues to 
move forward, awarding nine scholarships 
to Vinalhaven high school students.

Applications for the Vinalhaven College 
and Ogden/Chaffey Scholarships closed in 
February, and we are pleased that four 
scholarships—two for 4-year colleges, and 
two for post-secondary programs—have 
been awarded to graduates of the Class of 
2017.

This year we are especially pleased 
to offer one Vinalhaven College Scholarship in 
honor of Wyman and Astrid Philbrook, 
beloved long-time community members 
who did so much for Vinalhaven through-
out their lives. Astrid always wanted to 
attend college, and though she never had 
the chance, she worked hard to ensure her 
daughter did. Now her daughter and son-
in-law have chosen to honor her memory in 
this very appropriate and meaningful way. 

PIE recently awarded our first scholar-
ship in partnership with The Experiment 
in International Living to Sophomore Keaton 
Lear. This $2500 scholarship is matched 
by $2500 from The Experiment for one high 
school student to attend an Experiment 
Summer Program.

Keaton Lear (with mom, Amy) is the first recipient 
of the PIE-EIL Scholarship. Keaton will travel to 
Spain this summer with the Language and Cultural 
Traditions program. Congratulations Keaton!

Recipients Andrea Shane, Taylor Littlefield and Tracie Webster greet guests at annual PIE Scholarship Party.

Andrea Shane, with Blanca and Fabiola, sisters at 
the orphanage where Andrea volunteered

André, Andrea’s namesake, is the biggest and “one 
of the nicest” snakes at the exotic animal rescue 
center.

Andrea Shane recently returned from five 
months of volunteer work in Guatemala 
through International Volunteer Head-
quarters (IVHQ). Last year, Andrea was 
awarded an Ogden-Chaffey Scholarship to 
attend University of Maine at Orono (UMO) 
this fall, and a PIE Travel & Education 
Scholarship for her work with IVHQ. From 
Guatemala she shared her extraordinary 
experience with us: 

I decided in my junior year that I 
was going to take a gap year and go to 
Guatemala. I’m so glad that I stuck with 
my decision because it has been life 
changing. I have volunteered with both 
children and animals, most of my time with 
exotic animals at Antigua Exotic. We 
rescue animals people bring in or are being 
smuggled across the border. We treat 
and release them into the wild if they are 
able; if not, they live with us permanently. 
It is a unique experience I would never 
have had if I had not come to Guatemala.

Not only do I get to help people and 
animals and experience a different life 
I never knew existed, but I now have a 
better understanding of the world beyond 
my tiny little island. Living in a third world 
country has made me appreciate the life 
I have back home. I am so fortunate to 
have everything I do. If you are thinking 
about volunteering abroad, do it. You will 
not regret it. Thank you to the Island 
Institute and PIE for helping me make this 
happen.

Scholarship Spotlight: 
Andrea Shane’s Gap Year Adventure

Vinalhaven College Scholarships

Ogden/Chaffey Scholarships

PIE–Experiment in International Living Scholarship

Travel & Education Scholarships

PIE also awarded four Travel & 
Education Scholarships to students:
• Rosanna Morel, Senior – Regional Cultures 
    of Spain, The Experiment in International     
    Living
• Polina Walsh, Senior – Norwich University 
    Future Leader Camp
• Jordan Radley, Junior – Congress of Future 
    Science and Technology Leaders
• Gilleyanne Davis-Oakes, Junior – Costa 
    Rica Active, Bold Earth Teen Adventure 
    Camp



8

PARTNERS in ISLAND EDUCATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Wanatha Garner

President
Amy MacDonald

Vice-President 
Amy Jo Lear

Secretary
William “Sandy” Lieber

Treasurer
Andy Breslau
Karen Burns
Sarah Crossman
Maria Eder
Melissa Hall
Drew McGhee
Pat Paquet
Kelly Richards
Abigail Trafford
Robb Warren
Alexandra Wettlaufer

HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS
Patsy Colhoun
Barbara Davidson
Kristine Davidson
Rona Hokanson
Elizabeth Howard
Margaret Qualey
Sheri Romer-Day
Ernest Stockwell (1923–2011)

STAFF
Alice Bissell

Executive Director
Julie Peterson

Business Manager

OUR MISSION
Partners in Island Education is 
committed to providing educational and 
cultural opportunities for the community 
of Vinalhaven through in-school 
enrichment programming, after school 
and summer activities, and scholarships 
to support student aspirations.

OUR VISION
We envision Vinalhaven as a thriving 
community that values and supports arts 
and education for its children. 

We envision our children reaching 
their full potential and making a positive 
contribution to their community.

OUR VALUES
We believe that our school is the heart–
and our children are the future–
of Vinalhaven. 

We adapt our mission, goals and 
objectives to serve the changing 
educational needs of our community.

We partner with other island 
organizations sharing common 
objectives to help us all do a better 
job of serving our community. 

We seek to support the school 
curriculum through experiential, 
place-based and arts-based learning 
opportunities. 

PARTNERS in ISLAND EDUCATION
PO Box 664
Vinalhaven, ME 04863
PartnersInIslandEducation.org
PartnersInIslandEducation@gmail.com 

PIE © The newsletter of
Partners in Island Education
Alice Bissell, Editor
Lorraine F. Weinberg, Graphic Design
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PARTNERS in ISLAND EDUCATION
PO Box 664
Vinalhaven, ME 04863

PIE Needs Your Help
Send us a donation! Most of our funding 
comes from our community of year-round 
and seasonal residents. Every dollar counts. 
We can’t do it without you!

Volunteer! PIE seeks new members for its 
four committees, as well as people to share 
their knowledge, skills and ideas for after 
school programs . . . a great way to make a 
positive difference in a child’s education. 
This past year we had over 60 volunteers!
 

I want to help PIE provide educational & cultural opportunities for the Vinalhaven 
community! I/We would like to make a tax-deductible donation to PIE as follows:
� General Fund    � Scholarship Fund    � Vinalhaven School Enrichment

Enclosed is a check made out to PARTNERS in ISLAND EDUCATION for:
� $25    � $50    � $100    � $250    � $500    � $1000    � Other $ __________________

Name(s) _________________________________________________________________________________

Vinalhaven Address ________________________________________________________________________

Other Address ____________________________________________________________________________

E-mail _____________________________________________________  Phone _______________________

PARTNERS in ISLAND EDUCATION  Box 664, Vinalhaven ME 04863  www.PartnersInIslandEducation.org
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